84                        UTILITY  OF RELIGION

We have now considered two powers, that of au-
thority, and that of early education, which operate
through men*s involuntary beliefs, feelings and desires,
and which religion has hitherto held as its almost
exclusive appanage. Let us now consider a third
power which operates directly on their actions,
whether their involuntary sentiments are carried with
it or not. This is the power of public opinion; of
the praise and blame, the favour and disfavour, of
their fellow creatures; and is a source of strength
inherent in any system of moral belief which is
generally adopted, whether connected with religion or
not.

Men are so much accustomed to give to the motives
that decide their actions, more flattering names than
justly belong to them, that they are generally quite
unconscious how -much those parts of their conduct
which they most pride themselves on (as well as some
which they are ashamed of), are determined by the
motive of public opinion. Of course public opinion
for the most part enjoins the same things which are
enjoined by the received social morality; that morality
being, in truth, the summary of the conduct which
each one of the multitude, whether he himself ob-
serves it with any strictness or not, desires that others
should observe towards him; People are therefore
easily able to flatter themselves that- they are acting
from the motive of conscience when they are doing